
Russian	tanks	rolling	over	the	border	into	Ukraine	will	become	a	defining
image	of	our	time.

This	invasion	is	an	appalling	attack	on	a	peaceful	democracy	and	the	values
that	we	in	the	West	hold	dear.

	
My	thoughts	and	prayers	go	out	to	the	people	of	Ukraine	who	have	shown

huge	courage,	bravery	and	resistance.	In	response	to	Russia’s	aggression,	the
UK	has	created	a	large	package	of	humanitarian	and	military	support	and	led

international	efforts	to	develop	a	punishing	global	sanctions	regime.
	

Military	support	includes	reinforcing	the	borders	of	our	NATO	allies	in	Eastern
Europe,	as	well	as	supplying	the	Ukrainian	army	with	defensive	weapons	to
repel	the	Russian	advance.	Significantly,	this	includes	our	Next	Generation

Light	Anti-tank	weapons	as	well	as	Javelin	guided	missiles.
	

The	UK	has	also	given	over	£220	million	in	humanitarian	aid	and	emergency
medical	supplies.	The	Government	will	match	donations	from	the	public
pound-for-pound	up	to	£20	million,	which	is	the	largest	ever	aid-match

contribution.	You	can	donate	at	this	link.
	

The	Home	Secretary	has	announced	a	relaxation	of	immigration	rules	by
expanding	the	family	visa	scheme	meaning	that	Ukranians	in	the	UK	can

bring	their	wider	family	over	to	safety.	In	addition,	UK	citizens	and	companies
will	be	allowed	to	sponsor	Ukranians	who	want	to	live	here,	providing	another

pathway	for	refugees	to	come	to	this	country.
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We	have	led	international	efforts	to	develop	the	most	severe	set	of	economic
sanctions	ever	imposed.	These	include	personal	sanctions	on	Putin	and	his

Foreign	Minister	Sergei	Lavrov,	as	well	as	freezing	the	assets	of	major
Russian	banks,	companies	and	oligarchs	and	sanctioning	Russia’s	ally

Belarus.	Most	significantly	of	all,	we,	along	with	our	allies,	have	expelled
Russia	from	the	SWIFT	international	banking	system,	causing	$250	billion	to
be	wiped	off	of	the	Russian	economy	overnight,	their	stock	market	to	close
and	the	ruble	to	crash.	We	stand	behind	Ukraine	and	these	sanctions	will

squeeze	Putin’s	regime	until	he	is	forced	to	admit	defeat.

See	this	link	for	more	details	on	specific	sanctions.
	

This	month	I	held	the	first	of	my	quarterly,	Agriculture	and	Rural	Affairs
Forums	where	any	constituent	who	is	involved	in	farming	or	the	agricultural

sector	can	come	and	discuss	issues	affecting	them	with	me	and	other
farmers.

	
The	Government’s	Environmental	Land	Management	schemes	(ELMs)	were	a
main	topic	of	discussion	as	the	funding	from	the	old	Basic	Payment	Scheme

(BPS)	is	gradually	rolled	back	in	favour	of	ELMs	between	now	and	2024.	ELMs
is	based	on	the	principle	of	public	money	for	public	goods	and	is	comprised	of

three	separate	schemes:
The	Sustainable	Farming	Incentive	–	which	pays	farmers	to	manage	their	land

in	an	environmentally	sustainable	way.
	

The	Local	Nature	Recovery	Scheme	-	which	focuses	on	locally	targeted
actions	to	make	space	for	nature	in	the	farmed	landscape	(such	as	creating

wildlife	habitat	and	planting	trees).
	

The	Landscape	Recovery	Scheme	-	which	delivers	funds	in	return	for	much
larger	scale	actions	to	use	less	productive	agricultural	land	for	habitat

restoration	and	to	reverse	species	decline	(for	example	peatland	restoration
or	rewilding).

	
The	group	also	discussed	the	impact	of	energy	price	rises	and	inflation	on

farming,	labour	supply	and	the	Seasonal	Agricultural	Workers	Scheme	(SAWS)
and	the	issue	of	rural	crime.	Theft	and	hare	coursing	were	specifically	raised

as	some	of	the	crimes	that	have	impacted	farmers	in	Rushcliffe	the	most.
	

My	first	follow	up	action	after	the	meeting	was	to	bring	the	points	raised	to
the	Secretary	of	State	for	the	Environment,	Food	and	Rural	Affairs,	George

Eustice.	We	met	to	speak	about	the	Environmental	Land	Management
Schemes	(ELMs),	weighing	up	the	concerns	that	our	farmers	here	in

Rushcliffe	have	brought	to	my	attention	and	their	experiences	of
implementing	the	pilot	schemes.	I	have	since	written	a	letter	to	the	Secretary
of	State	for	more	information	on	some	of	these	points	and	will	report	back	at

the	next	Forum.
	

I	also	took	the	opportunity	to	speak	on	hare	coursing	in	the	debate	on	the
Police,	Crime,	Sentencing	and	Courts	Bill.	As	was	brought	up	in	our	meeting,

this	has	been	a	real	problem	in	rural	communities	across	Rushcliffe	and	many
in	our	farming	community	have	come	to	me	to	raise	it.	The	perpetrators

vandalise	fences	and	drive	over	crops	to	gain	access	to	the	land	and	commit
this	cruel	crime	that	is	itself	terribly	cruel	to	the	animal	itself.

	
Worst	of	all,	it	appears	that	we	know	who	is	committing	these	crimes,	and
they	destroy	equipment	to	intimidate	farmers	into	silence.	That	is	why	I
welcome	the	provisions	in	this	bill	that	create	tougher	penalties	for	hare

coursing.	These	include:
	

Increasing	the	maximum	penalty	for	trespassing	in	pursuit	of	game	to	up	to
six	months	in	prison.

	
Making	trespassing	with	the	intention	of	using	a	dog	to	search	for	or	pursue	a

hare,	and	or	being	equipped	to	do	so,	crimes.
	

Banning	perpetrators	from	owning	dogs.	Nobody	who	has	so	little	care	for
animal	welfare	should	own	their	own	animals.

	
Watch	here:	https://fb.watch/bw94NAA2rh/
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This	month	I	met	with	the	Minister	for	Care	and	Mental	Health,	Gillian	Keegan
MP,	to	discuss	the	issue	of	patients	who	are	medically	fit	to	be	discharged	but

can’t	be	because	there	are	no	suitable	care	or	home	settings	for	them	to
move	on	to.	This	means	they	have	to	stay	in	hospital	longer	and	there	are

fewer	beds	available	for	new	patients.
	

I	have	been	working	with	Nottingham	University	Hospitals	Trust	in	recent
months	to	address	this	pressing	issue	and	as	a	result,	they	have	been

working	with	both	the	National	Discharge	Taskforce	and	the	Emergency	Care
Improvement	Support	Team	on	urgent	new	initiatives	to	improve	this

situation.	This	has	included	a	number	of	ward	and	other	internal	reviews	as
well	as	the	setting	of	targets	for	the	discharge	of	patients.

	
Earlier	this	month	I	met	with	Maria	Caufield	to	discuss	her	upcoming	visit	to
East	Leake	Health	Centre.	It	is	the	oldest	health	centre	in	Nottinghamshire,
and	as	such	is	at	breaking	point	trying	to	cope	with	the	demands	of	patients

as	the	population	of	East	Leake	grows.
	

Maria	will	meet	with	me,	doctors,	patients	and	other	stakeholders	as	we	lobby
for	the	funding	and	approval	to	build	a	vibrant	new	community	hub	to	replace

the	existing	practice.	Watch	this	space.

Meeting	with	Ministers	to	discuss	your
concerns
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I	welcomed	the	Government’s	announcement	this	month	to	give	councils
£125	million	to	provide	vital	support	services	for	domestic	abuse	victims	in

2022-23.
	

Nottinghamshire	County	Council	has	been	awarded	£1.5	million	of	this
funding	to	provide	vital	support	services	for	domestic	abuse	victims,helping

victims	recover	and	rebuild	their	lives.
	

This	will	cover	a	range	of	services	including:
Safe	accommodation	spaces,	such	as	refuges	and	shelters,

Healthcare,	social	workers	and	benefits.
Drug	or	alcohol	support.

	
The	Government	has	also	announced	that	it	will	consult	on	current	housing
rules,	with	the	aim	of	giving	victims	more	choice	on	where	they	rebuild	their
lives.By	removing	Local	ConnectionTests	for	abuse	victims,	this	could	help

victims	apply	to	social	housing	outside	their	local	area,escaping	the
community	their	abuser	lives	in.

	
Many	of	you	will	know	that	domestic	abuse	support	is	something	that	I

campaign	strongly	on.	This	month	we	had	our	first	ever	in-person	J9	training
session	in	Ruddington.	The	aim	of	this	training	is	to	ensure	we	have	a

network	of	safe	spaces	throughout	Rushcliffe	where	survivors	of	domestic
abuse	can	be	pointed	to	the	resources	and	support	network	to	get	the	help

that	they	need.	After	completing	the	training,	the	J9	logo	can	be	displayed	at
the	delegates	place	of	work,	signalling	to	survivors	that	they	are	a	safe	place.

I	am	working	with	Nicola	Brindley	MBE	to	continue	building	this	network	and
let	survivors	know	that	they	are	not	alone.	Nicola	Brindley	MBE,	who	conducts

the	training,	works	with	her	dedicated	Job	Centre	teams	in	getting	the	J9
message	in	Job	Centres	throughout	the	country.	In	Parliament,	I	praised

Nicola,	her	team,	and	Job	Centre	workers	throughout	the	country	for	their
efforts	in	supporting	survivors	of	domestic	abuse.	This	programme	is

supported	by	Rushcliffe	Borough	Council	and	Notts	Police.
	

Watch	here:	https://fb.watch/bw9hf4Cl2R/

domestic	abuse	support	funding
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The	Integrated	Rail	Plan	will	revolutionise	train	travel,	particularly	between
the	West	and	East	Midlands	with	high	speed	trains	travelling	from

Birmingham	into	Notts	in	26	minutes.
	

I	want	Rushcliffe	to	directly	benefit	from	this,	and	to	do	this	we	need	an
improved	train	service	on	the	Poacher	Line	which	runs	from	Radcliffe	into

Nottingham.	I	raised	this	in	Parliament	this	month	and	will	continue	raising
our	case	for	a	better	train	service	at	Radcliffe-on-Trent	with	Ministers,

ensuring	they	are	fully	aware	of	the	need	for	more	trains	on	the	Poacher	Line.
	

Watch	here:	https://fb.watch/bw9j9usbQ9/

This	month	I	supported	the	Animal	Welfare	(Fixed	Penalty	Notices)	Bill	as	it
completed	its	final	stages	in	the	Commons.	As	an	animal-lover	and	animal-
keeper,	animal	welfare	is	something	I	believe	we	should	take	seriously	and

make	it	clear	that	we	will	not	tolerate	those	who	mistreat	and	harm	animals.
These	new	penalties	will	provide	the	authorities	with	an	additional
enforcement	measure	to	be	used	alongside	warnings	and	criminal

prosecution.	These	penalties	will	introduce	a	more	consistent	and	targeted
approach	to	protecting	all	animals	from	harm.

	
The	Animal	Welfare	(Fixed	Penalty	Notices)	Bill	addresses	less	serious
offences	by	creating	a	system	of	financial	penalties	of	up	to	£5000.

This	complements	legislation	from	the	separate	but	related	Animal	Welfare
Sentencing	Act	which	deals	with	more	serious	crimes	against	animal	welfare.

I	was	very	please	that	this	increased	the	maximum	sentence	for	animal

Campaigning	for	better	transport
around	Rushcliffe
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cruelty	from	6	months	to	5	years.
	

Watch	here:	https://fb.watch/bw9pfHrJbs/

I	spoke	in	support	of	the	Down	Syndrome	Bill	this	month.	People	living	with
Down	Syndrome	can	find	it	difficult	to	access	basic	services	due	to	no

provisions	being	made	to	accommodate	their	neurodevelopmental	disorders.
Often,	parents	are	told	to	take	their	children	out	of	mainstream	education,

where	with	some	support	and	guidance,	they	could	thrive.

This	is	why	I	spoke	in	support	of	the	Down	Syndrome	bill.	I	want	to	ensure
that	the	health,	social	care	and	education	systems	are	given	the	guidance	to
take	account	of	and	meet	the	specific	needs	of	people	with	Down	syndrome

and	give	them	greater	freedom	in	their	day	to	day	lives.
	

Watch	here:	https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/94b9800a-b74c-4e58-9241-
f9344b220291?in=12:48:37

Supporting	the	Down	Syndrome
community	to	gain	equal	access	to	local

services
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I	visited	a	drop	in	event	in	Parliament	this	month	hosted	by	the	CyberUp
campaign	to	hear	about	their	proposed	changes	to	the	Computer	Misuse	Act.
This	act	passed	into	law	in	1990	and	since	then	the	role	of	computers	and	the

internet	have	impacted	our	lives	immeasurably.
	

The	campaign	calls	for	reform	of	the	Computer	Misuse	Act	1990	so	that	cyber
security	researchers	(AKA	ethical	hackers)	are	clear	about	what	is	legal	in
cyberspace,	and	are	able	to	defend	themselves	from	spurious	legal	action.

	
This	will	prevent	the	experience	of	cyber	security	researcher	Rob	Dyke	from
being	repeated.	He	was	threatened	with	legal	action	for	trying	to	protect	an
organisation	from	cyber	criminals,	and	had	to	crowdfund	to	pay	for	his	legal
defence.	Rob	is	campaigning	for	change	so	that	no	one	has	to	go	through

what	he	has	been	through.
	

The	Campaign	is	supported	by	a	coalition	of	small,	medium,	and	large	cyber
security	businesses,	start-up	hubs,	academics	and	trade	bodies	techUK	and

the	Confederation	of	British	Industry	(CBI).

The	residents	of	East	Leake,	along	with	many	across	Rushcliffe,	have	been
badly	impacted	by	flooding	in	the	past.

	
As	many	of	you	will	know,	I	published	my	flood	report	and	have	been	working

with	Nottinghamshire	County	Council	and	others	to	tackle	flooding	issues
across	our	area.

	
It	has	been	a	key	aim	of	mine,	since	my	election	in	2019,	to	improve	our
infrastructure	to	protect	against	flooding	and	the	damage	that	it	causes.

	
We	have	made	some	good	progress	but	can	be	frustrating	not	to	see	the

issues	all	solved	straight	away.
	

I	have	discussed	these	problems	with	Severn	Trent	multiple	times	and,	after
my	latest	meeting	at	the	East	Leake	pumping	station,	there	is	cause	for

optimism.	We	discussed	plans	to	significantly	improve	the	infrastructure	and
reduce	the	effects	of	bad	weather	overwhelming	the	water	treatment

systems	in	the	constituency.
	

Whilst	I	cannot	yet	go	into	specifics,	the	aim	is	to	double	the	capacity	of	the
pumping	station	at	East	Leake	to	prevent	any	more	overflows	from	there,	as
well	as	increase	the	sewage	capacity	of	the	network	by	approximately	70%.
This	will	not	only	help	those	in	East	Leake	but	in	the	surrounding	villages	of

Willoughby,	Gotham	and	others.
	

I	am	looking	forward	to	Severn	Trent	announcing	the	plans	to	the	public	in
the	coming	months.

.

Bringing	the	Computer	Misuse	Act	up	to
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This	month	I	welcomed	Hetvi	Parekh	from	Sewa	Day	to	Parliament	for	a	tour.
Tours	have	now	resumed	in	parliament	so	if	you	would	like	to	come	down	and

see	where	I	work,	please	book	today!
https://www.parliament.uk/visiting/visiting-and-tours/	.	When	you	have	your

tour	booked,	write	to	me	so	I	can	come	and	meet	you	when	you	visit.
	

I	recently	held	a	street	surgery	with	the	Parish	Council	in	Ruddington	at	the
Village	Market.	Many	thanks	to	everyone	who	came	to	speak	with	me,	and

please	do	come	and	say	hello	when	you	see	me	out	and	about!
	

Out	and	about!



I	also	shared	a	piece	of	Ruddington	with	the	then-Leader	of	the	House	of
Commons,	when	I	gave	Jacob	Rees-Mogg	a	bottle	of	Ruddy	Fine	Gin’s

amazing	Christmas	Gin.	Later	in	the	month,	I	sat	down	with	The	Speaker	of
House	of	Commons,	Lindsey	Hoyle	MP,	who	was	confident	that	we	could
encourage	Parliament	to	support	small,	local	British	businesses	in	getting
stocked	in	the	House.	I	look	forward	to	continuing	to	work	with	the	House

authorities	to	get	this	done.
	

This	month,	I	visited	Estilo,	a	gorgeous	boutique	retailer	in	central	West
Bridgford.	I	chatted	with	the	Christian	and	Natalie	about	how	their	business
fared	during	the	pandemic,	the	challenges	of	recruiting	in	the	current	job

market	and	how	they	are	adapting	to	the	changes	in	shopping	trends	brought
on	by	the	pandemic,	such	as	increasing	their	online	presence.

	
Rushcliffe	is	full	of	greatl	independent	shops	and	businesses	like	these	and	I

would	encourage	everyone	to	support	them.
	



Nestled	away	next	to	St	Peter's	rooms	in	Ruddington	is	the	Ruddington
Museum,	which	I	was	fortunate	enough	to	have	a	tour	of	this	month.	The

dedicated	team	of	volunteers	showed	me	around	the	exhibits,	which
demonstrated	what	everyday	life	was	like	in	Ruddington	in	the	past.

	
It	houses	some	really	original	items,	such	as	the	Uk’s	oldest	Fish	and	Chip
fryer	dating	from	the	early	1900s,	a	rather	morbid	amputation	knife	in	the

pharmacy,	and	a	beautiful	original	child's	workbook	in	the	school	section.	The
book	showed	a	detailed	map	that	was	hand	drawn	by	a	girl	who	was

approximately	12	years	old	at	the	time.
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