February 2021

Vaccine Update
This has been a very busy month for the vaccine roll-out in Nottinghamshire
and the rest of the UK. Since I last wrote to you in January, 8,296,613 first
doses have been administered to the most vulnerable throughout the UK totalling a massive 19.1 million first doses being administered since the start
of the vaccine roll-out. In Nottinghamshire, the latest figures show us that
54,136 doses of the vaccine were administered in a single week.
1 in 3 British adults has now received a vaccine, with the first doses having
been given to the most vulnerable. In Nottinghamshire, 95% of care home
residents, 92% of over 80s, 99% of 75-79 year olds, and 90% of 70-74 year
olds have received a vaccine.
In addition to the groups mentioned above, the NHS in Nottinghamshire has
opened vaccine booking for the sixth JCVI cohort – that’s everyone aged over
65 as well as those who are Clinically Extremely Vulnerable, Clinically
Vulnerable and also eligible adult carers.
Over 65s book here:
https://www.swiftqueue.co.uk/nottinghamc19vpatient.php
Clinically Extremely Vulnerable book here:
https://www.swiftqueue.co.uk/nottinghamc19v-clinv.php
Clinically Vulnerable book here:
https://www.swiftqueue.co.uk/nottinghamc19v-clinv.php
Eligible Carers book here: https://www.swiftqueue.co.uk/nottinghamc19vclinv.php
All groups can also book via the phoneline on 0115 883 4640, open 8am to
8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 5pm Saturday and Sunday
The speed of the roll-out has enabled the Government to bring our
vaccination target dates forward. We now aim to offer a vaccine to all over
50s by 15 April and all other adults by the end of July.
This rapid vaccine roll-out will be the key to exiting lockdown and getting us
back to normal. It was great to see the Prime Minister release his Roadmap to
Easing Restrictions which sets out 4 stages for easing lockdown. The Prime
Minister told us that the first step is the getting all children back into schools
from 8 March, supported by mass testing, as well as prioritising ways for
people to safely reunite with their loved ones outdoors and in care homes
with a named visitor.
From 29 March it will become possible to meet in limited numbers outdoors,
where the risk is lower. So the Rule of Six will return outdoors, including in
private gardens, and outdoor sports facilities will also reopen. By no earlier
than 12 April, shops, hairdressers, gyms, holiday lets and others will be

allowed to reopen, alongside pubs and restaurants that can serve outdoors.
We will also publish the results of our review of international travel. As long
as the four tests for easing lockdown are still being met, we will see further
restrictions being lifted and begin to see a return to life as normal.
Click here:

East Midlands Freeport
Along with other MPs from across the East Midlands, D2N2 Local Enterprise
Partnership, Leicester and Leicestershire Enterprise Partnership, Universities
from around the region and many others, I have championed the bid for an
East Midlands Freeport which was submitted for consideration on 5 February.
Our bid centres on three main sites:
The East Midlands Airport Gateway and Industrial Cluster, centred around the
UK’s largest freight airport at East Midlands Airport.
Uniper’s site at Ratcliffe on Soar, where the existing coal-fired power station
will be decommissioned and replaced with a zero-carbon technology and
energy hub.
The East Midlands Intermodal Park, which will become a next-generation, railconnected business park with links to the rest of the country and beyond.
An East Midlands Freeport would enjoy the unique intersection of air, rail and
road connectivity, with excellent links to major deep-sea ports elsewhere in
the country. If successful, the bid will play a key role in the levelling-up of the
region, with the economic, environmental and employment benefits shared
far beyond the freeport site - We have the potential to generate 60,000 new
skilled jobs for the region and become the beating heart of the UK’s clean
growth ambition.
I look forward to hearing the Government’s decision soon and I will keep you
updated on its progress.
Say yes to the East Midlands Freeport!
Click here:

Better for Transport Survey
It has also been a very productive month for transport in Rushcliffe. As you
will know, securing better transport was a key part of My Plan for Rushcliffe
so I am always working to deliver on this pledge.
I started this month by hosting the first-ever meeting of the Rushcliffe Cycling
Forum - a group of local cycling enthusiasts which was attended by
councillors from both the borough and county councils. We discussed the
cycling infrastructure in Rushcliffe and how this can be improved- some key
issues raised included the provision of cycling infrastructure in new housing
developments, road safety, potholes, and dedicated cycle lanes. We will
continue to meet regularly and I will be working to explore how we can
improve cycling infrastructure in Rushcliffe.
You may have seen that East Midlands Railway (EMR) released its May 2021
Timetable consultation results, which included some key improvements to the
Poacher Line (the line that runs from Skegness through Grantham and
Radcliffe to Nottingham). I caught up with EMR leaders, Department for
Transport representatives, and local leaders from around Rushcliffe,
Leicestershire/Rutland, and Lincolnshire to discuss the changes included in
EMR’s May 2021 Timetable and improvements to look at for the future. We
can expect:
Services that currently only run to Skegness in the summer will run
throughout the year.
Additional services between Nottingham and Grantham.
Later evening weekday services and a significantly improved Sunday service.
In the future, I am told EMR is looking at making improvements to its current
rolling stocks (upgraded trains) and is assessing what can be done to further
decrease travel and wait times.
This is a step in the right direction, but we need to continue to push for
change. You can help by filling out my Radcliffe Station survey and my
Rushcliffe Travel survey.

J9 - Supporting Domestic Abuse
Survivors
We had our first J9 Safer Places training session of 2021 yesterday (25/02/21)
as part of an on-going campaign to build a network of safe places around
Rushcliffe where domestic abuse survivors can access vital resources.
This training equips individuals, organisations, and local communities to help
survivors of domestic abuse access the support they need, such as a helpline
phone number or the use of a telephone. Once staff have been J9 trained, the
J9 logo is displayed on the organisation's premises, letting survivors know
that they have a safe place to access vital support.
J9 training is open to anyone, whether you work in a pub or local government,
or any position where you regularly interact with the public. We have now
grown our local network of safe places by training 60+ people and I am
urging all to help grow this further.

We will be organising more training opportunities in the future - my Facebook
site is the best way to keep updated with any future events, so do be sure to
give it a ‘like’.
I am pleased that this issue is also being recognised by the Government.
Recently, a total of £125 million was allocated to councils across England to
support domestic abuse survivors and their children. Nottinghamshire County
Council will receive £1,540,091 of this.
The extra funding will help victims and their children access life-saving
support in safe accommodation, including advocacy, counselling, and therapy
in safe locations such as refuges or specialist safe accommodation, where
survivors and their children can go to get away from their abusers.
Of course, however, domestic abuse is an ever-evolving crime. I recently
asked if Victoria Atkins MP (Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for
Safeguarding) would join me in encouraging anyone with lived experience of,
or views on, violence against women and girls to submit their views to the
Government’s consultation on the next Violence Against Women and Girls
Strategy which closed on 19th February. This consultation will ensure that we
have a strategy that is fit for the 2020s.
Click here:

Out and About!
This month, I had the fantastic opportunity to volunteer at the Vaccination
centre at Gamston Community Centre. It was amazing to see our vaccination
roll-out in Rushcliffe in full swing and all of the hard-working medical staff and
volunteers that are making this possible!
Click here:

I got the opportunity to question the Home Secretary in a Homes Affairs
Committee session on online harms. I specifically asked her about Facebook's
approach to end-to-end encryption and its impact on reports of child sexual
exploitation.
Click here:

On 16/02/21, it was Lithuanian Independence Day. I celebrated with a zoom
call with Lithuanian friends from around the world and closer to home in
Nottinghamshire.

This month also saw the fantastic announcement that Sutton Bonington
Primary School will benefit from a share of the new £1 billion School
Rebuilding Programme. An initial 50 schools have been chosen for the first
phase of the scheme. The new funding will be used to rebuild and refurbish
classrooms, construct new science labs, sports facilities and dining halls
across England. This re-build money will ensure that Sutton Bonington
Primary will benefit from the fabric of the buildings being modernised which
will greatly improve life for everyone who works or learns at the school.

I also joined residents and Gordon Wheeler, County Councillor for West
Bridgford West, in supporting the campaign and petition for Wilford Field in
Rushcliffe to be designated as a Local Nature Reserve. Wilford Field is a
popular and secluded haven of wildlife between the Wilford Fields and
Compton Acres residential areas. However, local residents are concerned that
it is under constant threat of development. This petition, therefore, calls on
the County Council to protect Wilford Field from future development by
establishing the land as a Local Nature Reserve. This petition has already
been signed by over 1000 people which illustrates the strength of feeling
amongst the community and their determination to ensure that Wilford Field
is protected for the future.

Finally, I would like to say another big congratulations to Hetvi Parekh for
being recognised by the Prime Minister as a Point of Light. Since the start of
the Coronavirus outbreak, Hetvi and her Sewa Day volunteers have been
working with local schools, foodbanks, football clubs, community centres, the
city and county council and charities for the homeless to ensure fresh food
reaches people in need. She has also been supporting children during school
closures with activity packs and resources, and also coordinated 900
Christmas presents during the Christmas period via the shoebox appeal
campaign.
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