July 2021

Showcasing Rushcliffe’s Sporting and
Tourist hotspots to the Minister for Sport
and Tourism

This month, I invited Nigel Huddleston MP, who is the Minister for Sport, Heritage and
Tourism, to Rushcliffe to view some of the fantastic sport and tourism sites and
venues we have here in our community.
We prepared a jam-packed day for the Minister, starting with a visit to the Notts
Gymnastics Academy. We had a tour of the gym and met some of the dedicated
athletes training for various competitions.

We then made our way to Holme Pierrepont Hall to meet with the owners, Robert
and Charlotte Brackenbury, to have a tour of the Hall and its stunning gardens and to
hear how essential COVID funding streams such as the Culture Recovery Fund have
been in keeping them going over the last 18 months

Staying in Holme Pierrepont, I took the Minister to the National Water Sports Centre.
Nottinghamshire County Council Leader Ben Bradley MP also joined us for a tour of
their lake site. We’re so lucky to have such an iconic centre in Rushcliffe that is
world-renowned for producing excellent talent and providing a fun family
environment for visitors.

The next stop for the Minister was Regatta Way to visit West Bridgford Colts FC and
the cricket club based at the same site. The Colts is the largest youth football club in
the country introducing thousands of young people to the sport. The Minister and I
also made our way over to the nearby cricket club to talk with some of the younger
players about the importance of sport in their everyday lives. We have some
fantastic grassroots sports teams and groups in Rushcliffe with a network of
dedicated staff and volunteers committed to their success.
We heard what both clubs are doing to introduce more boys and girls to grassroots
sport and what West Bridgford Colts FC has planned for the future! You can read
more about this in the next story.

We then arrived at Trent Bridge Cricket Ground where we were given a tour of the
stadium. I was so pleased to hear of the plans for reopening with full capacity
crowds. I look forward to returning to watch a match very soon!

To finish the day, I took the Minister to see Nottingham Forest at the iconic City
Ground where we heard about the plans for took a tour through the club’s history
and heard about the plans for the new stand which I hope will get the go-ahead very
soon.

Working with West Bridgford Colts
While at West Bridgford Colts ground, we had the opportunity to discuss the future of
the club and the site on which it is currently based. The County Council is in talks
with the Colts to make sure they can continue their fantastic work in our community
and the council can make progress on its plan to increase school places across the
West Bridgford area. I’ve been working with the Colts, Rushcliffe Borough Council
and local councillors to make sure that their future at Regatta Way is secure and I’m
delighted that the County Council has agreed to make sure this is the case. You can
read more about this, as well as what County Council Leader Ben Bradley had to say
here: https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000y3th/politics-east-midlands18072021

Tackling Crime
My time spent in Parliament this month focused very much on preventing crime.
I started the month in Parliament talking about Pet Theft and the results of my pet
theft survey which I updated you on last month. You can view the results
here: https://www.ruthedwards.org.uk/news/pet-theft-survey-results
Pet theft is a callous crime. It’s clear we need to do more to make it harder for
criminals to steal pets in the first place and that the sentence for doing so fits the
crime. I look forward to seeing the results and recommendations from the Pet Theft
Taskforce soon.
Watch
here: https://www.facebook.com/100964111331676/videos/537383577609906

I am also concerned about the findings of the recent Ofsted report about sexual
harassment in schools. No child should experience this. I asked Vicky Ford MP, the
Parliamentary Under-Secretary for Education what the Government was doing to
make sure that strong safeguarding measures were in place across the country to
make sure all girls can get a quality education without fear of sexual abuse.
Watch
here: https://www.facebook.com/100964111331676/videos/210202657652356

Finally, I met with our new Police and Crime Commissioner Caroline Henry and other
Notts MPs to discuss how we can keep our county safe and our police force equipped
with the resources they need to deliver on our crime priorities in Rushcliffe and
Nottinghamshire. I set out Rushcliffe’s priorities for tackling burglary and other
acquisitive crime and antisocial behaviour. I also made it clear that we need more
police presence in our villages and countryside to tackle rural crime.

Tackling Crime Online
We know that abuse, of all kinds, does not just happen in-person, but is often online.
Those who perpetuate abuse online are unafraid of harassing people because of the
anonymity they are seemingly afforded. Most recently, we saw the vile racist abuse
targeted at England’s footballers after losing to Italy in the Euro finals. I raised this
issue with the Home Secretary Priti Patel in a Home Affairs Select Committee session
earlier this month. I was pleased to hear that there is work being done to deter those
who abuse our footballers online, but to tackle this issue more generally online.
Watch
here: https://www.facebook.com/RuthEdwardsforRushcliffe/videos/160116376221566
.

Tackling crime also includes online crime and protecting people from online scams.
Key to this is getting big tech companies like Google and Facebook to do their bit in
keeping us safe on their platforms. I recently met with representatives from Google
to discuss their online scams work. Earlier this year I held a debate in Parliament to
highlight the poor protections they currently had in place. I am pleased that Google
has now improved on this and agreed to only carry financial adverts from companies
who are approved by and registered with the Financial Conduct Authority. There will
be a lot of work on online crime taking place in Parliament this autumn with the draft
Online Harms Bill, consultations on online adverts and compensating victims. I will
continue to push for stronger protections for people and legal requirements for
companies to take reasonable steps to prevent their sites being used by scammers.

I also raised the issue of cyber security skills. We live in an increasingly online world,
so we must have the skills to defend ourselves against threats in cyber space. There
have been recent high profile cyber attacks by hacking groups linked to both Russia
and China against Western countries, including the UK. I asked Foreign Office
Minister James Cleverly how we can best work with our allies to build the skilled
workforce we need.
Watch
here: https://www.facebook.com/100964111331676/videos/4302314936494564

Another Step towards Normality
As I am sure you’ll know, we took another step in our roadmap out of lockdown this
month with most legal restrictions to control COVID-19 having been lifted as of 19th
July. This is great news and is a result of the incredible roll out of the vaccine
programme. Thank you to everyone who has been involved in delivering it.
I am aware of problems faced by businesses in the constituency with staff having to
self isolate and the concerns that a number of vulnerable constituents with immunosuppresion have raised with me. I will always raise concerns like this with Ministers
and will continue to do so over the summer. I hope that we will move from self
isolation towards daily testing very soon and that the date for a third jab for those
with suppressed immune systems will be moved forward from September.
What has been key to our exit from lockdown and will continue to be key is our
vaccination programme. So far 46.7 million people have had the first dose and 37.7
million people have had both doses. 2 doses offers the most protection and I would
urge everyone to get their jab. You can book your vaccine
here: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirusvaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/
You can find the full list of changes and up to date guidance on COVID-19 on the UK
Government website here: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-19-coronavirusrestrictions-what-you-can-and-cannot-do#england-has-moved-to-step-4

Supporting Walking and Cycling across
Rushcliffe
Over the last 18 months, many people have discovered or rediscovered the benefits
and joy of walking and cycling. The benefits to both physical and mental health from
getting out in the open air are huge and we should encourage everyone to walk or
cycle as much as possible.
If this is going to happen, it is important that we have the infrastructure for people to
get around safely and to connect people and places without using the car.
If we are going to make this a reality here in Rushcliffe, we need to work together to
ensure our local footpaths, bridleways and cycle routes connect to the places we
need and are safe for all road users.
Earlier this month I met with transport campaigners Sue Jones and Steve Parkhouse
of Nottinghamshire Area Ramblers and Hugh McClintock of Pedals and Cllr Neil
Clarke who is responsible for Highways at the County Council.
The campaigners took us to see the current crossing point on the A52 just south of
Sharp Hill and highlighted the numbers and speed of vehicles travelling along this
part of the road. I am working with the groups to try and find a safer point for
walkers, cyclists and horse riders to cross.
One possibility is to bring an old underpass under the road into use and upgrade it
for all users. Plans have been submitted to Highways England to improve both
accessibility and safety.
You can read more about this proposal and register your support by signing the
petition created which already has over 1850
signatures: https://tinyurl.com/3849xfp3

Out and About in Rushlciffe
Following last year’s disruption to traffic with the closure and repair of the A52
Bridge I visited the site a few weeks ago to get an update on progress. I’m pleased to
report that the work is on track and the bridge will be repaired and opened again by
the end of the year.
Watch
here: https://www.facebook.com/100964111331676/videos/804328610232248

I was in Cropwell Butler this month to hold a ‘Meet your MP’ event. I had a wonderful
morning meeting residents and it was very helpful to listen to local concerns,
particularly around flooding.
I’ll be looking to do more of these sessions around Rushcliffe, so do keep a lookout
for a leaflet coming through your door

I recently had the pleasure of visiting the Defence Medical Rehabilitation Centre at
Stanford Hall near East Leake.
I met with Commanding Office Group Captain Chris Rowley and his team and was
given both a briefing on the work of the DMRC and a tour of the hospital and the
research institute.
I also met with Russ Coppack, the DMRC’s Clinical Research Manager and saw the
ground breaking work he is doing to improve the effectiveness and quality of clinical
rehabilitation.
This is a fantastic facility and it was great to see the amazing work carried out there.

I had a great morning visiting Nottingham Transport Heritage Centre in Ruddington
this month.
As a patron, I was invited to launch their new Forward Fund to support the
restoration of the heritage railway line. They’ve come so far, but the work isn’t done
yet so if you would like to support them you can do so
here: https://emrtrust.co.uk/donate/
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